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WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY? 
There have been approximately 67 mass shootings in January and February 2023 alone in the United States. 
In 2022 there were over 600 shootings We are all sickened and frustrated by these statistics—we 
sympathize with victims of these tragedies and the heartbreaking sting of death, especially as it affects 
innocent children. As images of violence and injustice are brought before the public eye as never before, 
we long for the end of suffering and sorrow. Through our tears, we call out to God: “When will you put a 
stop to the killing?” The question is often asked: “Where is God? Doesn’t He care?” 
 
King David wrote: “He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds.” (Psalms 147:3) Do you 
believe that God has promised there will ultimately be an end to all the tragedies that we see in the news 
today? Do you trust in God’s wisdom that has planned for the eternal welfare of all? Do you have 
confidence that His Divine love and power will achieve that end? The scriptures teach us that all those who 
have perished in these sorrowful events of our day—young and old—will come forth from their graves to 
live again in His peaceable Kingdom! 
 
To reinforce our faith as Christians we must continue to remind ourselves of these promises, that God has 
not abandoned the world to a hopeless condition. Zechariah 9:12 declares that the dead are “prisoners of 
hope,” and, thus, death will not be the final condition of earth’s suffering millions. God realized the 
enormity of human suffering, from a time “before the foundation of the world.” He planned for the 
resurrection and the recovery of all humanity. 1 Peter 1:19, 20  
 

CHRIST DIED FOR ALL, NOT JUST A FEW 
 
The Apostle Paul calls this rescue plan “a ransom for all to be testified in due time.” (1 Timothy 2:3-6) This 
ransom is the basis of the only true hope for a world in despair. The penalty of death that Adam brought 
upon all his progeny will be offset by the price paid for Adam’s forfeited life when Christ voluntarily laid 
down his life in death. This wonderful provision of the ransom will mean a fresh opportunity to all who 
have ever lived to come out from under the Adamic curse of death. “For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:21, 22) The ransom will not only provide for the return of all from the grave, and a joyful 
reunion of loved ones, but the opportunity to learn of the one true God, and to live forever in health and 
happiness upon a perfect earth. “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death. O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction.” Hosea 13:14 
 

ALL THAT ARE IN THEIR GRAVES SHALL RETURN TO EARTH 
 
Again, all of those who died in the mass shootings—and in countless other disasters throughout human 
history—in fact, all of mankind will have the privilege of learning of the only name whereby they might be 
saved. (Acts 4:12) There will be a time of great enlightenment and education to correct the errors of the 
past and to learn what God’s truth and His righteous principles really are. 
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“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear his voice, and 
will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds 
to a resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:28, 29 NAS) Mankind, because of various unfavorable 
circumstances in their lives in this present evil world have not accepted salvation through, Christ yet God 
intends to use the cursed conditions of this present world as an opportunity to demonstrate to mankind the 
extreme consequence of living in a world under Satan’s influence, and to encourage them to turn from sin 
and unbelief and to put their trust in their all-wise Creator. Galatians 1:4 
 
Though God’s plans are greatly misunderstood now, soon His merciful and just character and government 
will be vindicated. Then all will begin to see that it was not God who caused the evil, but that he permitted 
it for a relatively short period of time to teach valuable, everlasting lessons: “It is a difficult exercise which 
God has imposed upon the sons of Adam to develop themselves by it.” Ecclesiastes 1:13—Fenton 
Translation 
 
Comparing this present time of sorrow with a future time of joy and righteousness, the Apostle John 
describes a time yet future, free from every evil when he writes: “And I saw a new heaven [spiritual rule] 
and a new earth [new social order upon earth under a benevolent heavenly government]: for the first heaven 
[corrupt spiritual systems] and the first earth [society oppressed under the leadership of Satan] were passed 
away....” Rev. 21:1 

A FUTURE WITHOUT FEAR, SICKNESS AND DEATH 
 
This will be a glorious opportunity for every man, woman and child as they are awakened out from the 
sleep of death to be taught by Christ and his Church. Once released and taught, they will begin to grow to 
mental, moral and physical perfection. But note, this does not mean universal salvation, i.e., —everlasting 
life regardless of obedience—for the Scriptures declare that those who refuse to profit by these glorious 
opportunities granted them shall be destroyed from amongst the people in the second death— “They shall 
be as though they had not been.” (Obadiah 1:16; Acts 3:19-23; Revelation 20:14) We believe, however, 
that the vast majority “shall return [from their graves] and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads....” (Isaiah 35:10) Then, God “...will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will 
wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: 
for the LORD hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us... we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” Isaiah 25:8, 9 
 
All the details of God’s great plan for the restitution of mankind, as promised in the Bible, can be found in 
the booklet Joy Cometh in the Morning. To receive this free booklet go to our website at 
http://portlandbible.com/store/booklets to download the PDF.  
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