
Why Gethsemane’s Agony?

MARK 14:32-42
“Watch and pray, that ye en ter not into temp ta tion.” Mat thew 26:41

Fol low ing the in sti tu tion of the Sup per

which me mo ri al izes His death, Je sus and

His dis ci ples sang a hymn, and then went

out of the city to the Mount of Ol ives op po -

site—a dis tance of per haps a mile. Ap par -

ently sev eral im por tant les sons were given

to the dis ci ples en route to Geth sema ne.

These St. John’s Gos pel re cords in Chap ters

15-17.
The word Geth sema ne sig ni fies an oil

press—a name that is full of sig nif i cance.

When we re mem ber that the Jews used the

oil of the ol ives both for food and for light,

and that Je sus is the Nour isher as well as

the Enlightener of the world, we see a spe -

cial fit ness in His hav ing His try ing ex pe ri -

ences, which al most crushed His soul, in a

gar den used for the crush ing of ol ives and

the ex trac tion of their oil.
Geth sema ne was not a flower gar den,

but an ol ive or chard or gar den. The sup -

posed site is still care fully pre served, and

guarded by Fran cis can monks. In the Gar -

den are some very an cient ol ive trees and

one ex tremely old oak. The Gar den is sup -

posed to have be longed to some of Je sus’

friends; and there is claimed to be some

 evidence that John Mark, the writer of the

Gos pel of St. Mark, was the lad who was

awak ened from his slum bers by the com -

mo tion in ci dent to Je sus’ ar rest and who

came forth in his night gown. (Mark 14:51,

52)

A Note Of Warning

En route for Geth sema ne, Je sus sought

to im press upon his dis ci ples the fact that

they were en ter ing a great cri sis. He quoted

to them the proph ecy, “I will smite the

Shep herd, and the sheep shall be scat -

tered.” (Zech. 13:7) He said to them plainly

that as a re sult they would all be of fended

—dis cour aged, stum bled, amazed. The

thing that they were not ex pect ing would
occur.

St. Pe ter, full of con fi dence in his own
 devotion to the Lord, de nied this, de clar ing
that it would not be true in his case—that
even though it should be true of all the oth -
ers, he was ready to die with the Mas ter,
rather than to deny Him. Je sus still in -
sisted that St. Pe ter was in great dan ger.
He was trust ing too much to his flesh, and
not look ing to God and prayer fully watch -
ing against temp ta tion. In deed, all the
 disciples joined in the same re mon strance
against the ac cu sa tion that Je sus had
made. They de clared them selves loyal and
ready for death. How lit tle they knew what
se vere trials would come upon them!

Surely there is a les son here for all the
fol low ers of Je sus—to day as well as then. It 
is right that we should feel our selves thor -
oughly de ter mined to be loyal to the Lord’s
Cause to our very last breath; for such a
 determination is very nec es sary to vic tory.
The mis take made by many is in not re al iz -
ing how se vere the tri als and temp ta tions
may be come—in not re al iz ing the ne ces sity 
of Heav enly as sis tance in our ev ery time of
need. The Apos tle wrote, “When I am weak, 
then am I strong.” (2 Cor. 12:10) By this
he doubt less meant, When fully loyal to the
Lord, I feel my own weak ness and in suf fi -
ciency, but I am strong be cause then I
rely es pe cially upon Heav enly aid—then I
watch and pray, and am thus fore warned
against the temp ta tions.

Doubt less in the end of this Age—in the
clos ing days of this Gos pel Dis pen sa tion—
there will come Geth sema ne ex pe ri ences to 
the Church of Christ. Those who will stand
those temp ta tions and tri als, and come off
vic to ri ous, will be the ones whose faith and
trust in the Lord are strong—those who
watch and pray lest they en ter into temp ta -
tion, and who are thus safe guarded against 
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it. As our Lord fore warned St. Pe ter and the 
other Apos tles of their com ing trial, so He
has fore warned us of the great cru cial test
near at hand. Let us profit by the ex pe ri -
ences of the Apos tles recorded in this
lesson.

“Sorrowful Even Unto Death”

Ar rived at the Gar den, Je sus left eight of 
the Apos tles near the en trance, and went
fur ther into its shades with Pe ter, James
and John. All were to watch, to be on guard
against some thing that was to oc cur, some -
thing of which Je sus knew, but which
seemed most im prob a ble to the Apos tles.
They were un able to com pre hend the Mas -
ter’s pes si mism, even though they sym pa -
thized with Him.

It was mid night, and they were ac cus -
tomed to re tir ing early. The strain of the
eve ning, and the weighty les sons which the
Mas ter had im parted, re acted in drows i -
ness. They slept, in stead of watch ing and
pray ing. This was true even of the three
near est to the Master.

Wish ing to be alone in His com mu nion
with the Fa ther, Je sus went a stone’s throw 
far ther into the shades by Him self. Time
and again, in the ag ony which came upon
Him, He came seek ing hu man sym pa thy,
only to find His dear est ones obliv i ous in
sleep. Well had it been ex pressed by the
Prophet, “Of the peo ple there was none
with me.” (Isa. 63:3) He trod the wine press
of grief alone.

Not un til He had fin ished giv ing ad mo -
ni tions to His Apos tles and had left some
to watch at the en trance of the gar den, did
the Mas ter seem to give spe cial thought to
Him self and to the mo men tous events
 anticipated within a few hours. As He was
leav ing His fa vor ite three, He gave ut ter -
ance to the weight of op pres sion which
seemed sud denly to rest down upon His
soul. He ex claimed, “My soul is ex ceed ing
sor row ful, even unto death!”—I feel as if
I would die now, with out com ing to that
great cri sis which is be fore Me. We read
that “He was greatly amazed and sore trou -
bled.” The Greek is equally strong, sig ni fy -

ing ut ter amaze ment and sore trou ble,
 carrying the thought of lone li ness, home-
sickness, friendlessness.

This feel ing of wretch ed ness, de spair,
which sud denly came upon the Sav ior, con -
tin ued for some time; for He went in prayer
to the Fa ther three times, pe ti tion ing that
this hour might pass from Him, this ter ri -
ble op pres sion which was break ing His
heart. The Evan ge list Luke, who was a
phy si cian, tells that the Mas ter’s dis tress
was such that it brought on a bloody sweat.
Al though this re cord re spect ing the bloody
sweat is not found in some of the older man u -
scripts, nev er the less phy si cians agree that
such ex pe ri ences have oc curred to oth ers in 
great dis tress.

The Cause Of The Master’s Sorrow

How shall we ex plain the great dis tress
of the Mas ter in an tic i pa tion of His own
death, of which He had knowl edge in ad -
vance and of which He had told His dis ci -
ples, as sur ing them also, as in this les son,
that He would arise from the dead on the
third day? Why should the thought of death 
have so much more ter ror for the Re deemer 
than it has had for some of His fol low ers,
yes, than it has had for peo ple in general?

Hun dreds of mar tyrs have gone to
deaths equally ter ri ble or more so. Hun -
dreds have ex hib ited great cour age, for ti -
tude, in the face of equally hor ri ble deaths.
How shall we ac count for this at ti tude of
the Sav ior and His so ear nestly pray ing
that the hour or the cup might pass from
Him?

In or der to ap pre ci ate this ques tion and
its proper an swer, we must re mem ber how 
dif fer ent was the Mas ter from all the re -
main der of man kind. A death sen tence
rests upon all the world. We all know that
it is merely a ques tion of time when we
shall die. We all know that the dy ing pro -
cess can last but a few hours at most. Not
only have we no hope of es cap ing death,
but by rea son of be ing nine-tenths dead al -
ready our in tel li gent fac ul ties are more or
less be numbed. We are more or less reck -
less, care less, and pro por tion ately fierce.
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Exhibition of True Courage

There are sol diers who will rush to bat -

tle in the face of in stant death with ap par -

ently not a fear, and there are horses

which will do the same thing. The great est

cour age, how ever, is man i fested by those

who know, un der stand, ap pre ci ate fully,

just what they are do ing and who greatly

fear death, but who not with stand ing press

on ward in obe di ence to the com mand of

duty and of love. Je sus was such a sol dier.

He com pre hended, as oth ers had not com -

pre hended, what death re ally is. He ap pre -

ci ated, as oth ers did not ap pre ci ate, the

mean ing and value of life.
Je sus had left the Heav enly glory, di -

vest ing Him self of the higher na ture on the 

spirit plane, ex chang ing it for the hu man

na ture, be cause man had sinned and be -

cause in the Di vine pur pose and ar range -

ment He was to die, the Just for the un just, 

as man’s Re demp tion-price. This was the

Fa ther’s will con cern ing Him. He tells us

that for this pur pose He came into the

world. This thought dom i nated His en tire

life. Daily He was lay ing down His life, in

do ing the will of God and in serv ing hu -

man ity. Now He had come to the great cli -

max.
The Heav enly Fa ther had prom ised

that if our Lord was faith ful in this work

given Him to do, He would be raised from

the dead by Di vine Power to the spirit

plane of be ing and to a sta tion still higher

than He had be fore. He doubted not the

Fa ther’s faith ful ness in this mat ter, nor

did he doubt the Fa ther’s Power. But the

Fa ther’s pro vi sion and prom ise were con -

di tional; only if our Lord would per form

His part faith fully would He re ceive the

res ur rec tion to the higher life. If in any

sense or de gree, great or small, He should

yield to sin, the pen alty for sin would be

upon Him—“Dy ing, thou shalt die.”
For three and one-half years His life

had been de voted to God and to the do ing

of the Di vine will. The only ques tion was,

Had He done the Di vine will fully, com -

pletely, and ab so lutely, in such a spirit as

had been pleas ing to the Heav enly Fa ther? 

More than this, could He, would He, pass

through the ex pe ri ences of the next few

hours with proper cour age, proper faith,

proper obe di ence; or would He fail, and

lose His all in death?

No Advocate For The Master

Thus we see how dif fer ent it was with
the Mas ter from what it is with any of us
who seek to walk in His steps. We have
noth ing to lose; for as a race we are all un -
der sen tence of death. Be sides, the fol low -
ers of Je sus re al ize that He was the Son
of God who died for our sins, and that His
merit com pen sates for our im per fec tions
be cause we abide in Him and de sire to do
the Father’s will.

But had the Mas ter failed, there was
no one to make good for Him. His fail ure
meant ev er last ing death. More over, it
meant the loss of all those spe cial bless ings
which God had prom ised Him as a re ward
for spe cial faith ful ness. It meant the loss
of the great priv i lege of do ing the Fa ther’s
work in up lift ing hu man ity from sin and
death con di tions through the Mes si anic
King dom. In a word, the Mas ter’s per sonal
eter nal life was in the bal ance that night in
Geth sema ne, as also were all His pros pects
of glory, honor, im mor tal ity and high ex al -
ta tion at the right hand of the Fa ther, far
above angels, principalities and powers.

No won der the Mas ter, re al iz ing all this,
was over whelmed with the thought! No
won der He wished that if it were pos si ble
for the Di vine Plan to be oth er wise worked
out, He might be saved from, spared from,
the spe cial trib u la tions and hor ri ble ex pe -
ri ences of the hours just before Him! Part of 
the hor rors of that experience surely was
the fact that He must be dealt with as a
male fac tor, as a blas phemer of God, as an
en emy of God and of righteousness.

What Our Lord Dreaded

To a de based and de praved soul, this

would mean lit tle; but to One full of love

and loy alty to the Fa ther such ex pe ri ences
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would be ter ri ble—that He who had sac ri -
ficed His all, even His Heav enly glory and
His earthly in ter ests, to do the Fa ther’s
will, should be con sid ered a blas phemer of
God, and that He should be cru ci fied as
a male fac tor, an in ju ri ous per son! What a
ter ri ble ex pe ri ence to one of the re fine -
ment and no bil ity of soul which Je sus pos -
sessed, of whom we read that He “was holy,
harm less, un de filed and sep a rate from sin -
ners”!

Ap par ently this ig no miny was the thing 
which Je sus prayed might pass away. He
did not pray that He might not die; for He
knew that He had come into the world for
that pur pose, and that only by His death
could the death pen alty rest ing against the 
hu man fam ily be re moved. He had been
talk ing about His death re peat edly; He
had not once thought of es cap ing death. He 
well knew that “flesh and blood can not
 inherit the King dom of God.” But He did
hope that the Fa ther might have some way 
of pass ing by the spe cial ig no miny of that
hour. Yet even in His great est dis tress the
Mas ter prayed, “Nev er the less not My will,
but Thine, be done.”

St. Paul as sures us that the Mas ter’s
Geth sema ne ex pe ri ences were linked with
fear—not fear of dy ing, but fear of re main -
ing dead, fear that He would not be ac -
counted of the Fa ther wor thy of that glo ri -
ous res ur rec tion which had been prom ised
to Him on con di tion of ab so lute obe di ence.
St. Paul says, “Who in the days of His
flesh, when He had of fered up prayers and

sup pli ca tions with strong cry ing and tears
unto Him that was able to save Him out of
death [by res ur rec tion], was heard in re -
spect to the things which He feared.” (Heb.
5:7) He was saved out of death; and more
than this, He was given the as sur ance by
the Fa ther that He would be saved out of
death.

Strengthened From On High

This is the ex pla na tion of the state ment

that an an gel of God ap peared to Him in

the Gar den and strength ened Him—gave

Him the as sur ance from the Fa ther that

He had been faith ful up to that mo ment,

and that the Di vine bless ing would be with 

Him in the hour of trial just at hand. From

that mo ment on ward, all the fear and ag -

ony were gone. If the Fa ther had ap proved

Him thus far, and if the Fa ther’s bless ing

and smile went with Him, He could en dure 

all things, come what might. Through out

the re main der of that night and the fol low -

ing day, Je sus was the calm est of the calm,

un der the most try ing cir cum stances. He

com forted those who wept about Him; He

com mit ted His mother to the faith ful St.

John, etc.
In these ex pe ri ences of the Mas ter, we

find more or less a rep e ti tion in His dis ci -

ples. When as sured that their sins are for -

given, that the Fa ther Him self loves them,

that His grace is suf fi cient for them, and

that the Re deemer’s robe of righ teous ness

cov ers them, the fol low ers of Je sus can,

 under such cir cum stances, be cou ra geous,

even while dread ing death.
One great dif fer ence be tween the Mas -

ter and His fol low ers should be re mem -

bered: Whereas “of the peo ple there were

none” with Him, with us it is dif fer ent;

the Mas ter is with us, say ing, “I will never

leave thee nor for sake thee.” More over,

with us also there is a fel low ship of spirit

amongst the breth ren of Christ, whose

words of en cour age ment by the way, as

they watch with us and pray with us, are a

source of strength in ev ery time of trou ble.

Thanking Him for all the Di vine pro vi sion

and ar range ments, let us go on ward to our

Geth sema ne, strong in the strength which

God sup plies through His Son.
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