
“I Pray For Them”

JOHN 17:15-26

On the night of the in sti tu tion of the me -

mo rial of his death, our Lord, so far from

be ing con cerned wholly with him self and

his ap proach ing cru ci fix ion, was spe cially

think ing of and pray ing for his dis ci ples.

The clos ing verse of John 16 re cords his

words of ad mo ni tion, “These things have I

spo ken unto you that in me ye may have

peace. In the world ye shall have trib u la -

tion: but be of good cheer; I have over come

the world.” These words spake Je sus and

lifted up his eyes to heaven in prayer for his 

dis ci ples, say ing, “I pray for them: I pray

not for the world, but for those whom thou

hast given me; for they are thine, and thine

are mine; and I am glo ri fied in them. And

now I am no more in the world, but these

are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy

Fa ther, keep through thy own name those

whom thou hast given me.”
Our Lord’s en tire life fur nishes an il lus -

tra tion of what the Apos tle com mends to

all the Church in the words, “Pray with out

ceas ing.” Our Lord ev i dently was al ways in

that prayer ful at ti tude of heart, which was

filled with thank ful ness to the Fa ther in

 respect to all of life’s af fairs, which rec og -

nized his guard ian care, which trusted him, 

con fided in him and in ev ery dis tress ing cir -

cum stance looked to him to over rule and to

cause all ex pe ri ences to work for good. But

our Lord’s con stant at ti tude of prayer with -

out ceas ing did not hin der his more par -

ticular de vo tions when he turned aside

from the af fairs of life to speak to the

 Father in se cret—some times briefly and

some times spend ing a whole night in

prayer in the moun tain sol i tude. Though he 

loved his dis ci ples they were not yet  be -

gotten of the Holy Spirit and could not fully

com pre hend mat ters from his stand point.

The Fa ther alone was able to com pre hend

the full sit u a tion, and hence the very iso la -

tion of our Lord from all hu man help drew

him the nearer and the of tener to the Fa -
ther in prayer.

So it is or should be with the Lord’s fol -
low ers. Pro por tion ately as we grow in his
char ac ter like ness we will sim i larly pray
with out ceas ing and in ev ery thing give
thanks, sing ing and mak ing mel ody in our
hearts to the Lord, re al iz ing him as the cen -
ter of all our hopes and am bi tions and joys.
And sim i larly we will avail our selves of the
priv i lege of more for mal ap proaches to the
throne of grace, to ob tain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need. Sim i larly also, 
in pro por tion as at times we may find that
our dear ones ei ther of earthly or spir i tual
re la tion ship are un able to sym pa thize
with our ex pe ri ences, we may be prof ited
by such a lack of earthly sym pa thy in that
the ex pe ri ences will send us the more
 frequently to the heav enly Com forter from
whom we will derive the greater blessing
and joy.

The Church Not The World

In this prayer, as else where through out
the in spired Word, a sharp line of dis tinc -
tion is drawn as be tween the Church and
the world. A great loss is sus tained by those 
who do not see this, for it won der fully
 assists in the “rightly di vid ing of the Word
of Truth.” “God so loved the world,” Je sus
“by the grace of God tasted death for ev ery
man,” and was a pro pi ti a tion for the sins of
the whole world, yet he is not of the world,
and those who be come his dis ci ples are not
of the world. “Ye are not of the world even
as I am not of the world.” The los ing of the
clear line of dis tinc tion be tween the Church
and the world has been a se ri ous in jury to
true Christianity.

The world has ap pro pri ated some of
the prom ises and cus toms and cer e mo nies
which more or less re sem ble or coun ter feit
the graces of the Church, and this is called
civ i li za tion, and thus a large pro por tion of
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the world are to-day mis tak enly rec og nized
as part of the Church. This is to their dis ad -
van tage, for not dis cern ing that those who
are of the Church must be be got ten again,
that in the res ur rec tion they may be born
again, they are merely de ceiv ing them -
selves. It is a dis ad van tage also to the true
Church, the true fol low ers of the Lord,
whose new na tures must con tend with the
weak nesses of the flesh, and whose flesh
seeks to jus tify it self by com mon cus tom,
and to claim that to go much be yond the
com mon stan dard is to be fa nat i cal, ex -
trem ists. The Lord’s peo ple need to re mem -
ber that, judged from the stand point of the
world and the nom i nal Church, they must
be ex trem ists if they would come up to the
stan dards set for them by the Lord and the
apos tles—stan dards il lus trated in the lives 
of Jesus and the apostles, in their self-
denials even unto death.

Our Lord prayed not for the world, be -
cause the Lord’s time for deal ing with the
world had not yet come—would not come
un til af ter the se lec tion of the Church, the
body of Christ. He prayed for the apos tles
es pe cially, be cause they would be his spe -
cial rep re sen ta tives in the world, and his
prayer in cluded also all of the five hun dred
breth ren who up to that time had be lieved
on him with sin cere hearts. Not only so, but
(verse 20) he ex tended the pe ti tion so as to
cover all of a sim i lar class even to the end of
the age—all who should be lieve on him so
thor oughly, so sin cerely, that their faith
would sep a rate them from the world to be
his dis ci ples, his fol low ers in the narrow
way in very truth.

What He Did Not Pray For

As we look out over the world to day
and take a view of the nom i nal Chris tian
Church, and at tempt to put our selves in the 
place of the nom i nal Chris tian be liever and
his pro fessed view of mat ters, and if, then,
we sup pose that the Lord prayed for the
pres ent con di tion of things, his prayer
would be some thing like this:

I pray that my fol low ers may be come
very nu mer ous, very wealthy and very

learned, that they may be the no ta bles of
the world. I pray that they may be di vided
up into great de nom i na tions, some hold ing
one frag ment of truth and some an other,
blend ing the same with much of in con sis -
tency and er ror. I pray that there may be
a dig ni fied class, self-sat is fied and rev er en -
tial in form, who may be known as  Episco -
palians. I pray for an other dig ni fied class
who will hold the West min ster Con fes sion
of Faith, and sub se quently in 1902 sup ple -
ment it with a briefer state ment which, in
ef fect, will con tra dict it. I pray for an other
great schism un der the lead er ship of Wes -
ley, which shall min gle with its de vo tions
many worldly cus toms and at trac tions, and 
shall pros per greatly and be able to boast
the build ing of one church ev ery day in the
year. I pray for an other great sect or party
of my fol low ers, to name my name and be
the fol low ers of Lu ther. I pray for the great
Ro man Cath o lic Church, which will claim
to be my king dom, claim to reign in power
and great dig nity and honor over the king -
doms of the earth, claim that its head and
rep re sen ta tive is my vicegerent, the spir i -
tual em peror of the world. I pray that its
cun ning pol icy may keep my Word from
reach ing the pub lic, and that it may rep re -
sent my great sac ri fice for sins in its in nu -
mer a ble sac ri fices of the mass, and that it
may pros per and “wear out the saints of the 
most high God.”

I pray also for all the lit tle sects and par -
ties and splits, that they may pros per, that 
each may think that they have the truth
and be sat is fied with their creeds, and be
hin dered from search ing the Scrip tures to
know there from the way, the truth and the 
life. I pray for all these that they may be
thus scat tered and sep a rated and have
fences be tween each other. I pray fur ther
that they may not only have de nom i na -
tional lines to sep a rate them, but, ad di -
tion ally, po lit i cal lines and lines of na -
tional prej u dice, so that mil lions of them
of one party or na tion al ity may threaten
and make war upon and slaugh ter those
of an other na tion al ity or party. I pray that
these na tional dis tinc tions amongst them
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shall run so high that it will re quire hun -

dreds of mil lions of dol lars ev ery year for

ar mies and weap ons and bat tle ships to

fight each other or to threaten each other

or to in tim i date each other. I pray all this

that the hea then world may be charmed

with the glo ri ous ef fect of my teach ings

upon Chris ten dom, and that all the hea -

then may say with one voice, Let us also

be come par ti san and sec tar ian. Let us also

arm and fight. Let us also learn of the prac -

tices of these Chris tian na tions that they

do not have the en tire mo nop oly of pro fan -

ity and drunk en ness and de bauch ery, that

we may share in these.

What Our Lord Did Pray For

Very dif fer ent was our Lord’s pe ti tion.

His prayer rep re sents his dis ci ples as be -

ing a small mi nor ity in the world, hated

of the world, op posed by the world, mis un -

der stood by the world, not many great, not

many wise, not many learned, not many

rich, not many no ble—chiefly the poor and

al to gether a “lit tle flock.” The char ac ter is -

tics of the dis ci ples whom Je sus per son ally

gath ered were to be ex pected in all who

should af ter ward be gath ered to him as his 

true fol low ers.
Not with stand ing the great ar ray of Chris -

tian na tions and Chris tian sects, the Lord

“knoweth them that are his;” and in har -

mony with this prayer he has not dur ing

the age sep a rated his peo ple from the

world, but left them in the world, merely

sep a rat ing them so far as the heart is  con -

cerned—“I pray not that thou shouldst

take them out of the world, but that thou

shouldst keep them from the evil.” We are

not to say that the evil is good, we are not

to say that the world has be come saintly; it

is still evil. Chris ten dom is prac ti cally in

the same con di tion to day that Ju da ism

was in when it cru ci fied the Lord and per -

se cuted his fol low ers.
Then the chief sect of the Jews called

them selves God’s holy peo ple (the mean ing 

of the word Phar i see), and the whole na -

tion stood on a plane of out ward mo ral ity

which the Lord de clared was in his sight a

farce. He called the lead ers whited sep ul -

chers, in wardly full of cor rup tion. He told

them that while they washed the out side

of the cup they left it filthy within; that

while they made broad their phy lac ter ies

and prayed in pub lic, in their hearts they

were far from a con di tion of ho li ness or

love—so far that they would be will ing to

wrong fully take a home from a poor widow

if the out ward forms of the law per mit ted

and if the trans ac tion would not bring too

much re proach. (Matt. 23:14, 23-28) It is

much the same to-day; there is an out ward 

gloss or ve neer that in many cases is hyp o -

crit i cal, an out ward form of wor ship, a

draw ing near with the lips while the heart

is far from him, busy with fash ion and

dress and plea sure and money-mak ing

idol a tries, if not with grosser sins.
Our Lord prayed that his true fol low ers

might be kept by heav enly power free from 

such con di tions—out of sym pa thy with

them, not of them. And we be lieve this has

been true all down through out this Gos pel

age. We be lieve that the Lord’s prayer has

been ful filled, and that his scat tered lit tle

flock, the branches of the true vine, have

flour ished in heart, spir i tu ally, keep ing up 

a sep a rate life en tirely from the nom i nal

sys tem, which is only a part of the world.

We be lieve that the same is true to-day,

and that these in the world but not of it are 

now, in the har vest time, be ing called out

of Bab y lon, “Come out of her, my peo ple,

that ye be not par tak ers of her sins and re -

ceive not of her plagues.” But as the en tire

num ber of Is ra el ites who re turned from

Bab y lon when the op por tu nity of fered was

only about 50,000, so we may  expect here

that the Lord has so ar ranged mat ters

 respecting the pop u lar ity of er ror and the

un pop u lar ity of the Truth, that the num -

ber ready and glad to for sake all to fol low

the Truth and the right will be few.
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“Sanctify Them Through Thy Truth”

The prayer, con tin u ing, points out two
things—first, how the Lord’s fol low ers will
be kept, and, sec ondly, why they will be
kept. (1) They will be kept be cause they are
not of the world, be cause they have taken a
pos i tive stand on the Lord’s side, be cause
they have reckonedly died to the world
and sin and been be got ten again of the holy
Spirit to new ness of life. (2) They will be
kept in the world, but not of it, by the power 
of the Truth in their hearts. The Truth will
sanc tify or sep a rate them. Not any truth,
not all truth, but the Truth—the Truth of
the di vine rev e la tion re spect ing the di vine
char ac ter and the di vine plan, and their
 relationship to these. Sum ming this all up
the Lord de clares, “My Word is Truth”—the 
Truth which only sanc ti fies and sep a rates
my disciples from the world.

We are aware that “doc trine” has be -
come very un pop u lar in ev ery quar ter of
the world and in the nom i nal Church. No
won der! The doc trines, the creeds, of the
var i ous sects and par ties of Chris ten dom
are so min gled with er ror, so of fen sive to
the spir i tual senses of the spir i tual mind,
that they could have no plea sure in par tak -
ing of such things from their ta bles. The
prophet de scribes the mat ter, say ing, “All
ta bles are full of vomit”—ev ery creed for -
mu lated in the Dark Ages is nec es sar ily re -
pul sive to-day. But the Truth, “Thy Word is
Truth,” never be comes stale, never be comes 
ran cid or of fen sive; it is still the Bread from
Heaven, it is still the Word of Life; and all
who are of the Truth, all who have pro -
gressed from be ing merely babes in Christ
and by par tak ing of the meat of his Word
have come to an ap pre ci a tion of it, all who
have been weaned from the milk and
drawn from the breasts, can say with the
poet re spect ing the wonderful story of the
divine plan...

“It Satisfies My Longings 
As Nothing Else Can Do”

The Truth has a sanc ti fy ing power in
the heart be cause it fills the long ings of the 
heart. Ev ery heart has tal ents and ap peals 

which de mand op er a tion, ac tiv ity. Some -

thing must be sup plied to meet the hun -

gerings and thirstings of these var i ous tal -

ents and qual i ties of the mind. If the ex -

ceed ing great and pre cious prom ises of the

di vine Word be not re ceived into the heart

to sat isfy its crav ings or long ings, it will

feed upon other things; and the world, the

flesh and the devil are all crowd ing upon

it, of fer ing var i ous at trac tions, some of

which will be re ceived if the heart be not

filled and kept filled. Thus our Lord’s par a -

ble rep re sents a heart swept and gar -

nished, with the devil cast out, and then

that heart, still empty, is rep re sented as

be ing re-en tered by seven dev ils. Our

hearts need not only to be cleansed from

sin through jus ti fi ca tion of life, through

faith in Christ, but they need also to be

filled with the Lord him self; and our Lord,

who calls him self the Truth, fur nishes to

our hearts var i ous truths as food, as nour -

ish ment, as fill ing our hearts and sat is fy -

ing our crav ings, and by thus fill ing he

sanc ti fies those who hun ger and thirst

 after righ teous ness, and thus sep a rates

them com pletely and keeps them sep a rate

from the world, its spirit, its hopes, its

aims, its am bi tions.

God’s Power In God’s Time

Have we love for righ teous ness? We

can not hope to find it in the world, nor

hope to es tab lish it here un der pres ent

con di tions. We are obliged to ad mit that

noth ing short of God’s prom ised King dom

can es tab lish righ teous ness; hence our

hearts, as Noah’s dove, re turn to the Lord

as the cen ter and foun tain of righ teous -

ness. Have we a de sire for peace and joy?

Our past ex pe ri ence in the world con vinces 

us that, while the whole world is seek ing

for hap pi ness, it has not found it. We who

have found the Lord have found the se cret

of hap pi ness, the Chris tian’s se cret of hav -

ing ev ery day a happy one. Do we long for

power and in flu ence that we may ex er cise

them for good? The Word of Truth as sures
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us that it is im pos si ble to find them in

pres ent con di tions, but that we shall, if

faith ful, at tain to the power and glory,

honor and im mor tal ity, in the First Res ur -

rec tion, and that then our grand est hopes

and ide als will be re al ized in the King dom

bless ings that will come to all the fam i lies

of the earth. Do riches seem at trac tive

to us? The Scrip tures hold out the true

riches, and as sure us that in fol low ing

the Lord all things are ours by faith now,

and shall be ac tu ally ours by and by, when

we be come our Mas ter’s as so ci ates in the

heav enly King dom.
Our Lord de clares, “As thou hast sent

me into the world, even so have I also sent

them into the world.” It is ev i dent enough

how the Fa ther sent the Son, who left

the glory which he had with the Fa ther be -

fore the world was made flesh and dwelt

amongst us; but in what sense are we sent

into the world, we who are born of the

world? Of course the apos tles were spe -

cially sent once, but all the Lord’s fol low ers 

are sent in a sense or de gree. We are not

sent un til we are sep a rated from the world

to be his in heart and in truth. Then he

gave us a com mis sion or a mes sage, a work 

to do in the world in his name and for the

cause which he rep re sents, namely, the

cause of righ teous ness. So, then, the true

fol low ers of the Lord are am bas sa dors for

God, rep re sen ta tives for Je sus. As he was

in the world, so are we in the world; hence

he calls upon us to walk as chil dren of the

light, to op pose sin in our selves, and to use

our in flu ence in all proper ways in op po si -

tion to sin and in fa vor of righ teous ness

and truth and right.

Glory Shared With Church

Con tinuing our Lord de clares, “For

their sakes I sanc tify my self, that they also 

might be sanc ti fied through the truth.”

This seems to carry with it the thought,

else where sug gested in this prayer, that

our Lord had by this time come to a full re -

al iza tion of the Fa ther’s plan, namely, that 

his dis ci ples were to be de vel oped for the

pur pose of be com ing his joint-heirs in the

King dom, shar ers in his glory. At first

thought such a shar ing of the great glory of 

the King dom might ap pear to be a less en -

ing of the great glory of Je sus, just as the

ap point ment of the sev enty el ders of Is rael 

to be as so ci ates with Mo ses in judg ing Is -

rael seemed at first to be a con trac tion or

dim i nu tion of the dig nity or au thor ity of

Mo ses.
But as Mo ses in the type was very meek,

and gladly wel comed all the el ders to joint-

ser vice, say ing, “Would God that all the

Lord’s peo ple were proph ets, and that the

Lord would put his Spirit upon them!”

(Num. 11:29), so the Lord Je sus, so far

from feel ing that the gath er ing out of the

Church to be his joint-heirs in the King -

dom would di min ish his glory, joined

heart ily in the  divine plan, and de clares

here that he set him self apart, he sep a -

rated him self from that fea ture of the glory 

and dig nity of the Fa ther’s re ward that his

fol low ers might have a share in it, that

they might be come his joint-heirs, be ing set

apart and brought to this honor through

the Truth, through the great and pre cious

prom ises be stowed upon them. This same

thought seems to be pre sented in the

words (verses 22, 23)—“The glory which

thou gavest me I have given them, that

they may be one even as we are one: I

in them and thou in me, that they may

be made per fect in one; and that the world

may know that thou hast sent me, and

hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”
The love of God per vades our hearts so

that self ish ness has no room there, and

thus it was that our dear Re deemer, in -

stead of feel ing jeal ous that any oth ers

should be ex alted to the di vine na ture, par -

tic i pa tors in the King dom, in this prayer to 

the Fa ther de clares his full ac qui es cence

in the plan, his hearty co op er a tion, his joy

to have it so. What a thought this gives to

us as the pro spec tive Bride, al ready es -

poused to the heav enly Bride groom. He is

“I Pray For Them”

The Words of John 14-17 339



pleased to exalt us from our lowly es tate to

be one with him self in his King dom, in his

throne, in his Fa ther’s love.
Won der of won ders! Where will the di -

vine com pas sion cease! While we were yet

sin ners, un der di vine con dem na tion of

death, we were loved and re deemed at

a great price; and now, hav ing been re -

deemed, we hear the voice ce les tial say ing, 

“Come up higher,” yea, even to the throne,

to joint-heirship with the King of kings,

the Lord of lords, the only be got ten of the

Fa ther, full of grace and truth. Could we

keep ever be fore our minds this grand dis -

play of love and un self ish ness how thor -

oughly it would scat ter from the minds of

all who are seek ing to be cop ies of God’s

dear Son ev ery thought of ri valry one with

an other. How it would cause us to re joice

in the grow ing use ful ness and ad vance -

ment in the Lord’s ser vice of ev ery mem ber 

of the body. How we should more and more

feel what the Scrip tures de scribe as “in

honor pre fer ring one an other,” and which

re joices in the pros per ity of a brother, in

his grow ing use ful ness in the Church, in

the grow ing ev i dences of his fa vor with

God and man. Those who can thus re joice

in the pros per ity of the fel low-mem bers

of the body have an other ev i dence of their

growth in the like ness of our great and

 glorious Head. Those who are with out this

sen ti ment should strive for it and be very

dis con tented un til it is at tained.

“That They All May Be One”

The spirit of trusts and com bi na tions

which is abroad in the world and which is

per me at ing ev ery thing has the ef fect of

com bin ing con gre ga tions, com bin ing de -

nom i na tions, and in gen eral is lead ing on

rap idly to the for ma tion of great re li gious

trusts, whose de vel op ment will be a se ri -

ous men ace to the lib er ties of the Lord’s

truly con se crated peo ple, but not an in jury

to their spir i tual in ter ests. On the con -

trary, it will prove a bless ing to the Lord’s

lit tle flock in that it will more par tic u larly

dif ferentiate them and con firm to them

the teach ings of the Scrip tures, sep a rat ing 

them the more com pletely from the nom i -

nal sys tems and the bind ing in bun dles of

the tares, giv ing them the while the con -

fir ma tions of the Scrip tures, which clearly

pre dict this con di tion in the end of this age

as pre ced ing the col lapse of great Bab y lon.

(Rev. 18:21)
Our Lord’s prayer, “That they all may

be one,” has been ful filled through out the

age. All who have been truly his have had

a one ness of heart, a one ness of pur pose, a

one ness of spirit, with the Fa ther and with

the Son—a fel low ship di vine which can not

be pro duced by earthly creeds and fet ters.

So it is to day, and so it is al ways be tween

those who are truly the Lord’s. They know

each other not by out ward pass words or

grips or signs, but by the touch of faith and

love which it gives and which each rec og -

nizes. “By this shall all men know that ye

are my dis ci ples, in that ye have love one

for an other.” “We know we have passed

from death unto life be cause we love the

breth ren.” True, we love all men and seek

to serve all as we have op por tu nity, but,

as the Apos tle ex plains, “es pe cially the

house hold of faith,” es pe cially those who

love the Lord and are trust ing in the pre -

cious blood, and are fully con se crated to

him and, so far as they are able, do ing his

will and seek ing to fur ther know that will

day by day.
This un ion be tween those who are the

Lord’s peo ple is ev i dently not the un ion of

per son. The Lord’s fol low ers are not one in

per son but in spirit. And this is the il lus -

tra tion which the Lord gives of the one ness 

which ex ists be tween him self and the Fa -

ther—they are not one in per son but one in 

spirit, pur pose, will; for our Lord de clares

that he al ways does the Fa ther’s will,

those things which are pleas ing in the Fa -

ther’s sight. And thus we abide in his love

and abide in him by do ing his will, which is 

the Fa ther’s will, and thus Fa ther and Son
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and the Church, the Bride, are all one—in

spirit and in truth.

With Christ, Sharing His Glory

Our Lord’s words (verse 24), “Fa ther, I

will that they also whom thou hast given

me be with me where I am, that they may

be hold my glory which thou hast given

me.” This is not a pe ti tion, but a dec la ra -

tion of the Lord’s will, as though he were

say ing, Fa ther, I un der stand that this is

thy will in re spect to these my fol low ers,

and I will it also, ac qui esc ing in this great

and lib eral ar range ment which thou hast

made. I will be glad to have my fol low ers

ul ti mately on the same plane of glory with

me, and that they may there be blessed

by see ing and shar ing the glo ries thou hast 

con ferred upon me whom thou hast loved

al ways even be fore the foun da tions of the

world—even be fore the ar range ments

were made for these my dis ci ples.
The clos ing words of the prayer are

beau ti ful and give us an in sight into the

Lord’s con fi dence in the Fa ther and fel low -

ship with him. He knew the Fa ther, and so

he has de clared re spect ing us that this is

the high est ev i dence that could be granted

us of our ac cep tance with the Fa ther and of 

our par tic i pa tion in the life eter nal which

he has pro vided, namely, “This is life eter -

nal, that they might know thee, the only

true God, and Je sus Christ whom thou

hast sent.” Our Lord de clares, “O righ teous 

Fa ther, the world hath not known thee:

but I have known thee, and these have

known that thou hast sent me.” And I have 

made known unto them thy name, thy

char ac ter, thy great ness, thy good ness, thy 

love, thy bene fac tions, and will make

known still fur ther as they are able to bear

it, as they grow in knowl edge of the Truth,

that the love where with thou hast loved

me may be in them and I in them.
How won der ful is this love of God and

love of Christ! How im pos si ble it seems for

us to mea sure its lengths and breadths

and heights and depths! Those who have

ac cepted the Lord as their Re deemer and

have en tered into cov e nant re la tion ship

with him, giv ing him their lit tle all and

 accepting from him a par tic i pa tion in all

these bless ings of his pro vi sion, if ever cast 

down be cause of weak ness or op po si tion

or what not, should call to mind this great

love which the Fa ther has for us and which 

the Son shares, the love which not only re -

deemed us while we were yet sin ners, but

which since then has called us to such won -

der ful bless ings and priv i leges, mak ing us

joint-heirs with Christ our Lord, if so be

we suf fer with him—this love will not be

lightly turned away, this love would chas -

ten us rather than per mit us to fall away

into the sec ond death; this love will fi nally

de liver, ei ther in the lit tle flock or in the

great com pany, all who con tinue to trust

in Je sus and con tinue to hold the faith ful

Word. But in pro por tion as this love of God

dwells in us richly, in pro por tion as Christ

is en throned in our hearts, in that same

pro por tion we will have a re spon sive love

which will de light to do those things which

are pleas ing in our Fa ther’s sight and ac -

cept able to our Lord, and in the same pro -

por tion we will be loth to do any thing

which would bring a cloud be tween the

Lord and our souls. Let us, then, have

fresh cour age be cause of what we dis cern

of the lengths and breadths and heights

and depths of love di vine, and let this love

of God con strain us to greater zeal and de -

vo tion to him and to his cause.
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