
World Conditions Marking the Last Days – Global Changes in Nations and Governments

Leviticus 25:10 - Proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee to you,                             and
you shall return each man to his possession, and you shall return each man to his family

What are some effects of the Jubilee trumpet upon governments and populations?
● Society is increasingly split between two groups – governments and their supporters on one side, common

people (populations) on the other.  Populations around the world are crying for liberty.  We are seeing these
demonstrations across the world.  Br. Russell recognized this polarization in his day.

● Psalms 82:1-5 - God stands in the congregation of the mighty (government and societal leaders); he judges
among the gods. How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Defend the poor
and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of
the wicked. They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of
the earth are out of course.

● “How long will you judge unjustly? – do justice to the needy and afflicted”. The Trayvon Martin and
George Floyd deaths sparked protests across America. We have been hearing this cry of the masses for
some time  but the past year has greatly increased the cry of mankind, across the world.

● B197-199 – Let no reader hastily conclude that there are no evidences of Restitution about us, nor that the
Sun of Righteousness is not already gilding the watch towers of Zion and enlightening the world. Let him,
on the contrary, reflect that we are already in the day when the hidden things are being made manifest; and
let him remember that the first work of Restitution is properly a breaking down of the old and decaying
structure which stands in the place which the new is to occupy. Remember that the first work of the
tenderest physician is often to open the wounds, and to cleanse and amputate according to the necessities
of the patient, in order to make thorough work of the healing. That such service causes pain and is seldom
appreciated by the patient at the time, none need be told; and so it is with the work of the great Physician,
the Restorer, the Life-giver: He wounds to heal, and the trouble and sifting in the Church and the world are
but the lancing and cleansing needful, and a most important part of the Restitution work . . . In the type, the
Trumpet of Jubilee was to be sounded when the Jubilee Year began, to proclaim liberty throughout all the
land, unto all the inhabitants thereof. (Lev. 25:10) The antitype is ushered in with the sounding of the
(symbolic) "Seventh Trumpet," the "Trump of God," the "Last Trump." It is indeed the great trumpet: it
announces liberty to every captive; and while at first it means the surrender of many expired claims and
privileges, and a general time of disturbance and unsettling of usages, habits, etc., its full import, when
rightly appreciated, is "good tidings of great joy which shall be unto all people." . . In the early commotion,
each one who hears the Jubilee Trumpet of the new dispensation is forcibly struck by some one of its many
features and heeds no other. One sees the propriety of, and calls for, governmental reforms, the abolition of
standing armies and their burdensome tax. Another calls for the abolition of titled aristocracy and the
recognition of every man by his manly qualities. Others call for the abolition of landlordism, and demand
that landholding shall be as at first, according to necessity, and ability and willingness to use. Others call
for temperance reform, and by prohibitory and other laws, by Law and Order Societies, seek to chain this
great evil, and begin to restrain men who for the love of money would ensnare, enslave and destroy
fellowmen, and who, fastening their fangs into their weaknesses, would fatten and luxuriate upon their
blood. Others form Humane and Anti-Cruelty Societies, to prevent those who have the ability from
injuring the weak and dependent. Others form societies for the suppression of vice and of demoralizing
literature. Others form Anti-Adulteration Societies to examine into adulterations of food, and to expose and
prosecute and punish those who for love of greater gain adulterate food and make it even injurious to
health. Laws are enacted for the protection of the lives and the health of the people. Miners must have pure
air, no matter what the cost; they must have two ways of escape in case of fire. Working people, powerless
to help themselves or to choose their places of work, are cared for by the public laws. They can no longer
be paid when the employer may please, and in store-orders, but the law now demands that pay-day shall be
at least every two weeks and in cash. They can no longer be crowded into buildings where in case of fire
they would be liable either to burn to death or to maim themselves for life by jumping; for "fire-escapes"
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are compulsory, and for any death or injury traceable to carelessness on the part of the employer, he is held
responsible, and is punishable, either by fines, damages or imprisonment. Wealthy corporations, such as
own railroad and steam-ship lines, are compelled to care for the lives and interests of the people, the poor
as well as the rich. These reforms are the result of the awakening of the people by the Jubilee Trump of
knowledge and liberty, and are not traceable to pure benevolence on the part of the more favored
class. For though all in the favored or wealthy class who are benevolent, and such as love righteousness,
can and do rejoice in these beginnings of reform, others, and the majority, regretfully yield from
necessity. True, such laws and arrangements are not yet perfected, nor are they universal; but the
beginnings noticed rejoice our hearts, and give evidence of what may be expected in the exalting of the
humble and lowly, and the abasing of the proud, when the Jubilee regulations are fully in operation. All
these things are parts of the reform commotion ushering in Earth's Great Jubilee; and though much has
been demanded, and much has been gradually conceded, yet kings, and emperors, and queens—political,
social, ecclesiastical and financial—will not submit to the great leveling process of this Jubilee or
Restitution age without a great and severe struggle, such as the Scriptures point out as just before us, and
which, though severe, is unavoidable, and will work out ultimate good.

● Jesus prophesied about the turbulent seas picture, the people in turmoil. Luke 21:25 And there shall be
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars. And on the earth will be anxiety of nations with
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring. Mark 4:39 - And He awakened and rebuked the wind, and said
to the sea, Peace! Be still! And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.  

● OVM 420-421 - In the 107th Psalm there is a picture given representing a great storm at sea when men are
tossed about and in a terrible condition, and their souls melt within them. "Then they cry unto the Lord in
their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses; He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves
thereof are still." Then there is another similar picture. Our Lord Jesus stilled the waves upon the sea of
Galilee when the storm was raging and threatening to engulf the ship and all therein. The disciples cried to
the Master in their distress, and He arose and rebuked the wind and the waves, and said: "Peace! be still!"
and immediately the billows were quiet and the winds ceased, and all was calm. We believe this is a picture
of how the Kingdom of Christ will be inaugurated. The Lord will wait until the world is frenzied with fear
and despair. They will come to see then that unless the Lord helps them all is lost, everything will go to
destruction. Then they will cry unto Him as did the disciples of old, when they said, "Master, carest Thou
not that we perish?" . . . The nations will not then pray to the Lord as they are praying now, each taking it
for granted that He is on their side--not as the Germans pray, saying: "God is with us. Lord, give us the
victory over the Russians and French and British!" and not as the Russians, British and French are praying,
"Lord bless our armies, and give us the victory over the Germans; help us to crush them!" No, no! It will
then be a prayer of real distress. They will not be boasting then, they will have become humble. For "The
lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone
shall be exalted in that Day (the Day now begun.)" (Isaiah 2:11,12,17-22.) But the Lord will permit present
civilization to go into destruction, because He has something far better for the world. He will not put a
patch upon the old garment. He will have an altogether new arrangement. There will be a "new heavens," a
new ecclesiastical arrangement, the Church in glory, and a "new earth," a new social and political order,
under control of the Heavenly Kingdom then to take the reins of government.

● Psalms 107:25-31 - For He commands and raises the stormy wind, which lifts up its waves. They mount up
to the heavens, they go down again to the depths; their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and
fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and all their wisdom is swallowed up. And they cry to Jehovah in their
trouble, and He brings them out of their troubles. He makes the storm a calm, so that its waves are still. And
they are glad because they are quiet; so He brings them to their desired haven. Let them praise Jehovah for
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the sons of man! 

● Zephaniah 3:8-9 - Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for
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my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine
indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. For
then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve
him with one consent. 

● God is gathering the nations – The 2008 financial downfall had an impact worldwide.  The world saw how
interconnected the world is financially, that all experienced the trouble.  Governments then did not work
together to address the financial problems.  The 2020 COVID pandemic has also impacted the whole world.
However, the nations are realizing more their need to work together to preserve the current order.

● Haggai 2:7 - And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house
with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. Hebrews 12:26-27 - Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he
hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 

● God’s purpose in this shaking is to humble all nations (and peoples), to help them to look for a Higher
Power to rescue them. – Isaiah 2:11, 17- The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of
men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. Job 33:14-7 - For God
speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed; Then he openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their
instruction, That he may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.

● Br. Russell expected the formation of two great parties across the world.  He saw in the scriptures that the
church stand separate from the two sides.  (We should always be on God’s side.) B360 - We anticipate the
gradual formation throughout the world of two great parties—from both of which the faithful, overcoming
saints will stand separate. These two great parties will be composed on the one side of Socialists,
Free-thinkers, Infidels, discontents, and true liberty-lovers whose eyes are beginning to open to the facts of
the case as they relate both to political and religious mis-government and despotism: on the other side will
be gradually associated the opponents of human liberty and equality—Emperors, Kings, Aristocrats; and in
close sympathy with these will stand the counterfeit of God's Kingdom, Antichrist, supporting and being
supported by earth's civil despots. 

● The cry of the masses is the hardest matter for governments to control.  In the end the governments will not
be able to control the people.

● The tendency is for the old order to pull together and confederate for safety, but this shall fail. The
governments will stumble and fall. - Isaiah 8:11-13 – Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this
people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the LORD of hosts
himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread . . . And many among them shall stumble, and
fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. 

● Note the effect that the 7th trumpet (proclaiming liberty is part of its message) has in creating great tumult.
Revelation 11:15, 18 - And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
and ever . . . And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

● Zephaniah described the clamoring and protesting against the governments: Zephaniah 1:15-16 - That day
is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities,
and against the high towers.  

● One can’t put new wine (kingdom ideas) in old wineskins (current governments).  Powerful promises of the
kingdom blessing are what men unwittingly seek.  These ideas and expectations are tearing current
governments apart.  they cannot deliver these promised blessings to mankind. – Mark 2:22 - No one puts
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new wine into old wineskins, else the new wine bursts the wineskins, and the wine spills, and the wineskins
will be ruined. The new wine must be put into new wineskins. 

● Christian doctrines promote liberty but mankind needs obedience to the law of love to properly exercise this
liberty.  Man has to see his helplessness without God but also needs this lesson of love from the heart. D305
- But why cannot conditions be so altered as gradually to bring the equalization of wealth and
comfort? Because the world is governed not by the royal law of love but by the law of
depravity—selfishness . . . Christian doctrines promote liberty, and liberty leads to and grasps knowledge
and education. But liberty and knowledge are dangerous to human welfare, except under obedience to the
letter and spirit of the royal law of love.

● Mankind needs new heart, hearts of flesh instead of stony hearts - Ezekiel 36:26  And I will give you a new
heart, and I will put a new spirit within you. And I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I
will give you a heart of flesh. 

● Real and fancied rights - B146 The entire civilized world has, in the past few years been studying political
economy, civil rights and social liberties as never before in the annals of history; and men are encouraging
each other, and being encouraged, as never before, to probe these subjects to the very foundation. The shout
of encouragement started by the increase of knowledge among men has already encircled the earth, and
under its influence men are banding themselves together, encouraged and assisted by men of brain and
genius, to contend and strive for both real and fancied rights and liberties; and as their organizations
increase and multiply, the shout grows louder and longer, and will by and by result as foretold, in the great
time of trouble and tumult of angry nations.

● OVM 420 - Ominous as are present conditions, the true children of God can with peace and confidence
look up and lift up their heads, since they know that however terrible may be the oncoming troubles, God
has provided that through this doorway--Armageddon-- Messiah's Kingdom is to be ushered in --the
Kingdom of God's dear Son. It will mean deliverance, first to the Church of Christ, then to the world. The
Bible intimates very clearly that just at the height of anarchy, when men get to the place where everything
is going by the board, then will be the opportune moment for Messiah to intervene. Man's extremity will be
God's opportunity.

● OVM 421 - When we see that it is through the portals of this great Time of Trouble, a trouble such as
never was since there was a nation, that the wonderful blessings of Messiah's Kingdom are to come, then
we can have confidence in God and rest of heart even while we see the clouds gathering blacker and
blacker. We can rejoice, not at the pain and sorrow and trouble, but because we know that as soon as the
entire Church is glorified with her Lord the Kingdom will be fully set up in power, which is to bless and
deliver all the families of the earth and bring to mankind the full, clear knowledge of the true character of
God, and scatter all the ignorance and blindness, and raise men up from their fallen condition of sin,
sorrow and death, up into the light and blessedness of sons of God--whosoever will, when clear light and
opportunity are given . . . So our hearts are calm and restful in the Lord, despite present conditions and
what is soon to come. It will be a brief, dark night, just before the glorious Morning. It will be the wound
of the kind but skilful Surgeon who wounds to heal. The malady affecting mankind requires thorough and
drastic treatment. Then, in view of these things, let us point men, not so much to the troubles now
accumulating and just ahead, but rather to the great blessings beyond. Let us point them to the Lord Jesus
Christ, in whom alone there will be safety and rest and strength in this Time of Trouble. The great
plowshare of sorrow must do its necessary work to prepare mankind for the New Age, with its uplifting
blessings under the Kingdom of Christ.

● D13-14 - It is not our purpose, in calling attention to this subject, to arouse a mere sensation, or to seek to
gratify idle curiosity. Nor can we hope to produce that penitence in the hearts of men which would work a
change in the present social, political and religious order of society, and thus avert the impending
calamity. The approaching trouble is inevitable: the powerful causes are all at work, and no human power is
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able to arrest their operation and progress toward the certain end: the effects must follow as the Lord
foresaw and foretold. No hand but the hand of God could stay the progress of the present current of
events; and his hand will not do so until the bitter experiences of this conflict shall have sealed their
instruction upon the hearts of men.

● We today are witnessing the climax of the permission of evil with the key lesson that fallen man can’t rule
himself. A168 – God's plan has been to give mankind a full appreciation of the curse, in order that when the
blessing comes upon all they may forever have decided upon the unprofitableness of sin. Furthermore, God
foresaw and has foretold what the world does not yet realize, namely, that his choicest blessings would lead
to and be productive of greater evils if bestowed upon those whose hearts are not in accord with the
righteous laws of the universe. Ultimately it will be seen that God's present permission of increased
blessings is a practical lesson on this subject, which may serve as an example of this principle to all
eternity—to angels as well as to restored men.

● Remember that today each true church member is individually an ambassador and representatives for Christ
in this world. 2 Corinthians 5:20 - Now then we are ambassadors for Christ . . .

● As ambassadors it is helpful to contrast the negative now with the positive future – “look on the bright side”.
God will remove the stony hearts and give mankind hearts of flesh with his law written upon them.

Additional References:
● D542 – The battle of the great day, like every other revolutionary war, has its stages of gradual

development. Back of every indication of strife are the inspiring causes, the real or fancied national and
individual wrongs; next comes a keen appreciation of those wrongs by those who suffer from them; then
generally follow various attempts at reform, which, proving abortive, lead to great controversies, wars of
words, divisions, strife of opinions, and finally to revenge and strife of arms. Such is the order of the Battle
of the Great Day of God Almighty. Its general character is that of a struggle of light against darkness, of
liberty against oppression, of truth against error. Its extent will be worldwide—peasant against prince, pew
against pulpit, labor against capital: the oppressed in arms against injustice and tyranny of every kind; and
the oppressors in arms for the defense of what they have long considered to be their rights, even when seen
to be encroachments upon the rights of others.

● R2053 - One of the peculiarities of our day, and particularly pointed out by the Apostle Paul (`2 Tim.
3:1-5`), is the lack of reverence which manifests itself, not only in the world, but also amongst those
associated as believers and in their families.  The general tendency is toward headiness, high mindedness,
arrogance, self-consciousness, disobedience.  All of these come under the head of lack of reverence for God
and for the order and arrangement which he has established. The present irreverence is undoubtedly the
result of the general awakening from the darkness and superstition of the dark ages,--when the great
adversary brought in such teachings as produced a distressing fear of the Almighty, based upon
misrepresentations of his character and plan.  These were received with credulity, from human sources,
without proving by the Scriptures, to which the Apostle exhorted.  As mankind awakes from this
superstition, as a pendulum vibrates from one extreme to the other, so human sentiment, finding that it has
been too prejudiced and too fearful in the past, now goes to the opposite extreme of doubt, skepticism,
infidelity, irreverence for all the experiences of the past as well as irreverence for God and his Word. As
this spirit progresses and influences a wider and wider circle in Christendom, it is preparing the way for the
great climax of skepticism and irreverence which will end in the overthrow of all law and order and the
disregard of all the experiences of the past and the wisdom of God's Word, in the anarchy and confusion
with which this age will close,--in preparation, however, for the establishment of the Kingdom of
righteousness in the hands of Christ and the Church.

● D596 - The roaring sea and waves symbolize the restless masses of humanity, curbed, but not fully
restrained, by the laws and regulations of society. Everyone has heard some of this "roaring" for the past
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twenty years, with occasional stormy outbreaks dashing like tidal waves against the earth [social order] and
seeking to swallow it up.  Restrained for a time, these waves are gathering weight and force; and, as
prophetically shown, it is only a question of a few years until all the mountains [kingdoms] are "removed
and carried into the midst of the sea," in anarchy. (`Psalm 46:1,2`) Every newspaper, not under the control of
wealth, voices the roar of the restless "sea" class; and the others, though  unwillingly, must give the echo of
the roaring as matters of news. This it is, that in a period of comparative peace, is causing "distress of
nations with perplexity."

R815 - Gradually, but rapidly, the masses are coming to see that the overplus of power is in their grasp, that
their overwhelming numbers and force only want systematizing and organization, and to this work great
efforts are now being directed, and beneath the tread of the mustering hosts and their accumulating power,
thrones tremble. The lightning flashes of truth are bringing about these changes. The increase of knowledge,
the general diffusion of education, the multiplying of inventions, the general interchange of thought, the wider
range of commercial interests, the rapid modes and cheap rates of travel and the advantage that is taken of it,
the multiplicity of books and periodicals, and the wonderful power of the daily press—all these influences
have been waking men up to an appreciation of their manhood, and they will not long permit it to be ignored
and trampled in the dust for the selfish aggrandizement of the few. Gross ignorance and superstition are rapidly
becoming things of the past . . . But it is not to be presumed that these efforts of the masses will proceed on the
golden mean of propriety. No; like a pendulum, they will swing to the very opposite extreme of impropriety;
and hence the great trouble, the anarchy and confusion which will result. This destructive trouble is
represented by fire—"A fire goeth before him and burneth up his enemies round about." It will destroy the
enemies of God and men, the oppressive organizations of both church and state, and thereby liberate the
people . . . But it will soon be discovered that the liberty gained is even worse than the oppression from which
they have escaped. The unrestrained liberty of all men in their present fallen condition, would be the worst evil
that could befall the world. And such anarchy will be the result of their efforts. This is all they will be able to
accomplish, and in so doing they will exhaust their power. None will be able to assume the control, and direct
affairs to a satisfactory settlement. Thus men will become convinced of their own utter inability to rightly
adjust the tangled problem. 
●
● R1245 - Millennial blessings will not come in peaceably as they might do if love controlled mankind. Men,

believing that they are bringing about the change of dispensation, rejecting God at the helm of affairs, and
seeking to gain by force the blessings longed for, must learn their mistake before they are ushered into the
blessings.

● R1246 - Society with all its present arrangements, laws, etc., will be utterly overthrown in this strife. Then
men in the midst of anarchy will attempt to rear successively the various social structures (Socialism,
Nihilism, Nationalism, etc.) which variously they now conceive to be the one thing needful to perfect
equality and happiness and peace and plenty. Each, as it is tried, will but prove a fresh failure, bringing new
discouragements and renewals of the general trouble, until it has become apparent to all that Sin is at the
foundation of all the trouble, and that no government that could be designed could be expected to operate
perfectly in the hands of imperfect officers, and that perfect laws would not be obeyed, even in their spirit
by imperfect people more or less dominated by sin and selfishness. Then such of mankind as really love and
desire righteousness will be ready to hail Immanuel and his strong government as the only way to peace and
prosperity.

● HG457 - “Social Leveling Coming – The time impending is described in the contest, ‘Every valley shall be
exalted and every mountain shall be brought low’ This means the humbling, the leveling of the great
princes of religion, of finance and of politics to a democratic level.  Similarly the exalting of every valley
means the lifting up of the poor, the submerged, the degraded.  This work of leveling will not be done in a
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moment.  But the very beginning of that leveling process will mean trouble.  And every step of the way will
mean more trouble, until the Divine purpose here expressed shall be realized.”


